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Redistricting Maps Prioritize Incumbents and Threaten Communities of Color and Communities of Interest
Maps Reflective of Partisan Process Conducted Behind Closed Doors without Incorporating Minnesota’s Values of Equity and Fairness, May Violate Civil Rights Act
The redistricting plans from the House and Senate are being railroaded into law, according to the Organizing Apprenticeship Project (OAP). Initial analysis of the proposed plan shows the new maps break up communities of color in the East Metro, Little Earth in Minneapolis, first tier suburbs, create fewer competitive districts across the state, and reduce the voting power of communities of color. The redistricting plan was created behind closed doors and the 24 hours made available for public input was not sufficient. Instead, OAP calls for redistricting that respects Minnesotans’ input. Minnesota has a history of partisan redistricting plans being decided by the judicial branch. If due process is given to a transparent and non-partisan plan, legislators can decrease the chances of wasting time and taxpayer money and end up with a redistricting plan good for all Minnesotans. 
Communities of color have been growing rapidly in Minnesota and contributed to Minnesota keeping all of its congressional seats. “We’re very concerned about the proposed redistricting impacts on communities of color,” said OAP’s lead researcher Jermaine Toney. “The maps don’t echo demographic changes or reflect our four principles for racial equity in redistricting. There’s a chance they actually violate the 1965 U.S. Civil Rights Act. Our analysis suggests communities of color stand to lose under the current plan, and we call on the state legislature and governor to lead for racial equity and use our principles as guidance for equitable redistricting.”
OAP released a set of four principles for redistricting that will make sure the final districts maximize equity and fairness of all Minnesotans, especially Minnesotans of color. The principles are supported by community groups including TakeAction Minnesota, Common Cause, the League of Women Voters, and the Draw the Line coalition. The principles make sure legislative power is not distorted through redistricting and work to make the legislature more reflective as the state as a whole.
· Save taxpayer money by doing the process once, transparently, and actively soliciting community ownership. Remove partisanship by hearing citizens’ voices on plans and principles to make sure legislative districts reflect Minnesota’s values of equity and opportunity.
· Counting incarcerated individuals at the place of previous residence is necessary for an equitable outcome. As long as prisoners are counted at their prison, primarily white districts are able to boost their count with ineligible voters and distort representation and funding formulas. Communities of color are undercounted and underfunded through this unjust mechanism.

· Make the legislature more reflective of Minnesota’s overall demographics by strengthening the opportunity to elect legislators of color. Currently, legislators of color make up only 3% of the legislature while people of color make up 14.7% of the state’s population. This can be accomplished by keeping communities of interest together without “packing” and diluting their overall power.

· Finally, empower the vote of communities of color. According to an analysis of OAP’s Legislative Report Card on Racial Equity, when communities of color represent about 14% of a district, legislators vote more in line with expanding opportunity and equity for all. Since communities of color make up 14.7% of the state’s population, the more districts that look like the overall demographics of the state, the better representation all Minnesotans will have at the legislature.
“As the redistricting map from the Senate is anticipated later this week, it is necessary to make sure that all voices of Minnesota are heard, particularly Minnesotans of color and American Indians,” said Brett Buckner from Color the Vote. In five months, only three public hearings have been done in the House beyond the Capitol halls. None have been conducted in the western area and metro area, even though communities of color made up 80 percent of the population growth in the last decade. Inclusion and equity is the test of redistricting, an issue that will impact 5.3 million Minnesotans over the next 10 years.

For more information on OAP’s Racial Equity Redistricting Principles, go to OAP’s website, located at www.oaproject.org.  
